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Newsletter Deadline:: Jan. 17 

Please share your email newsletter 
with your family & friends. There are 
extra printed copies at church. If you 
are receiving this newsletter by snail 
mail and would like to receive it by 
email, send your email address to:  
dale@oslcslc.org.   Z 

 

Womens Christmas Tea 

        December 3 
 

 Council Meeting 

 St. Min. Supervisory 

 St Olaf Concert Streaming 

        December 4 
 

 Project Linus 

        December 5 
 

WELCA Luncheon 

        December 7 
 

CWU Service & Tea 

        December 9 
 

Choir Rehearsal 

        December 10 
 

 The Chancel Choir 

 Christmas Program 

        December 11 
 

 Senior Lunch 

        December 14 
 

 Wesley Bell Ringers 

        December 16 
 

 Christmas Eve Services 

   4pm Family Service 

   9pm Candlelight Svc 

        December 24 
 

 10am Christmas Day Service 

        December 25 
 

 New Years Eve 

        December 31   
 

10am New Years  Day Service 

        January 1 
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Can you believe it?  Weôve entered another Advent season!  Perhaps it is be-
cause weôve had such a long, warm fall, but this Minnesota boy is having a hard 

time believing Christmas is less than a month away!    

 

Each year at this time I remind you of the meaning of Advent, and how it differs 

from the cultural celebration of ñthe holidays.ò  Advent is a specifically Chris-

tian season.  It includes the four Sundays prior to Christmas.  During this time 

we anticipate the coming of Jesus into our lives and the world.  Itôs not only 

awaiting the birth of Jesus at Christmas, but is a time to remember the promise 

that Jesus will bring a new heaven and earth at the end of time, and that Christ comes to us anew 

each and every day.  So Advent is a season of preparation and anticipation, preparing our hearts 

anew for Christôs coming. 

  

Of all the seasons of the church year, Advent provides the greatest contrast to what is happening in 

the culture around us.  It provides a sharp, spiritual focus over against the secular emphasis on ñthe 

holidays,ò that time period from Thanksgiving to New Yearôs.  During ñthe holidaysò the primary 

focus is on buying gifts, family celebrations, travel, and entertaining.  While there is nothing wrong 

with this, the stress associated with ñthe holidaysò can easily overwhelm any spiritual focus.  Thatôs 

why Advent is needed.  It reminds us of the coming of Christ- at the end of all time, in the life of 

Jesus, and at his birth at Bethlehem. 

  

In this newsletter you can read about many opportunities the church provides to help you celebrate 

both Advent and Christmas.  We have ordered a variety of new Advent devotionals and calendars 

which you can use throughout the month to maintain your spiritual focus.  Many of you have al-

ready contributed to organizations such as Operation Christmas Child, the coat drive, and ñGive-a-

Gobbleò to assist those in need.  There are more opportunities for this kind of support throughout 

December.   

  

On Sunday, December 11th, at 2:00PM the Chancel Choir and children will present ñEmmanuel, 

God with Us,ò the annual choir Christmas program.  If you are having difficulty getting into the 

Christmas spirit, attending this program will definitely change that!  This is also a great opportunity 

to invite a family member or friend to a wonderful church event.   

  

This all leads up to the celebration of our Lordôs birth at Christmas.  This year on Christmas Eve we 

will offer a 4:00PM Family Service of Lessons and Carols, with a particular emphasis on children.  

We will also have a traditional Candlelight service at 9:00PM.   

 

Since Christmas Day falls on a Sunday this year, we will also be having one Christmas Day service 

at 10:00AM.  It will be a chance to come together and sing some of the most beloved Christmas 

carols. 

 

Note also that we will have just one service at 10:00AM on Sunday, January 1st, New Yearôs Day. 

 

December is an exciting month as we remember the way our Lord comes to us.  Do take advantage 

of the many ways our church offers us to maintain our spiritual focus! 

 

In Advent Hope, 

Pastor Jeff Beebe 

Reflections and Reactions by Pastor Jeff Beebe 



 
Christian Education Opportunities -  Growing Together in Christ  

Sunday Morning  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   Bible Study Classes  
 
MONDAY NIGHT BIBLE S TUDY: This is for the busy woman who wants to meet in fellowship with her sisters in Christ 
to study Godôs Word without the stress of ñhomeworkò.  The study this fall is on the book of Romans. We meet on Mon-
days, 7:00pm at Dorothy Purdieôs home, 590 Villager Ln., Midvale.  For more information, call Sue Hagen,  

PH:  801-694-7119 
  

WELCA:  Our Christmas Luncheon is on Wednesday, December 7, noon at Eleanor Barrellôs home, 4546 Arcadia Lane.  We meet 
the first Wednesday of each month at OSLC.  All women are welcome! 
 

FRI. 6:30 AM MENôS BIBLE STUDY This group meets the first and third Fridays , 6:30 a.m at OSLC.  Call Bob 801-272-4809/ 
Wayne 801-944-1531 for more information.  
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Children AND Youth Sunday School meets at 10:00 am each Sunday. 
Please note:  Classes will NOT meet on Sunday, December 25 nor on Sunday, January 1 

 

ñLive, Love, Fight -Studies in the Book of Ephesiansò, is the title of the study for this yearôs Sunday 

Adult Bible Study.  Using video and a variety of resources, the class will study the whole book of Ephe-
sians.  All are welcome and no experience is necessary!  Come and deepen your spiritual life through this 

class.  The class meets each Sunday at 10:00am in the West Wing. 
 

 
 
 
 

                                               WELCA ADVENT LUNCH  
  December 7 at noon at Eleanor Barrellôs home, 4546 Arcadia Lane, Holladay.  All women are  

   welcome!  For questions call:  Shirley Geary, PH: 801-466-6260 

Advent Devotional Materials 
The season of Advent began last Sunday, November 27th.  There are a variety of Advent devotionals 
and Advent calendars for adults, youth, and children on the table in the Round Room.   There is no cost, 
so feel free to take what you would like and use them as part of your preparation for our Lord's coming 
anew this Christmas. 

 

 

     Betty LaDue completed her Baptismal journey on earth on November 16th at the age of 93.  

She was preceded in death by her husband, Cal, and is survived by her three sons, John, David, 

and James and their families.   A Memorial service will be held on Saturday, December 3rd at 

4:00 p.m. 

 
 

òRest eternal grant them, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them.ó Amen. 



 

 

 

 

Our Saviour's Lutheran Church   
presents 

 

 

Sunday, December 11  
   Gathering Music at 1:45 pm  

by the Worship Band  
 

 2:00 pm Program  

                 

Featuring:  

The Chancel Choir  

   Kids for Christ  
Light Refreshments following the program  

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

             CHRISTMAS EVE SERVIC ES   
 

Saturday, December 24, 2016  
 

                4pm  -  Family Service of Lessons and Carols with Communion  
 

                 9pm  -  Candlelight Service with Adult Choir and Communion  
 

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVIC E  
  10am  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

                Group Spiritual Direction Opportunity 
 

              Are you looking to deepen your life of prayer in the New Year?  Does the spiritual practice of deep and holy  

              listening spark your interest?  Are you open to sharing about your journey with God in a small group setting?  If 

              you answered yes to these questions, you may be interested in this Group Spiritual Direction opportunity coming  

              to a church near you during Epiphany on seven Wednesday nights from 6-8 p.m., beginning January 11th.  Pastor 

              DanaLee Simon (former Pastor at Elim Lutheran in Ogden) will be gathering those interested from Our Saviorôs, 

              Zion, Mt. Tabor and St. Matthewôs and leading each gathering.  Churches who have people taking part will take 

              turns hosting the group at their church.  Here is a brief explanation of what each Wednesday night will hold: 

       1.  Fellowship.  Weôll gather around light conversation and treats. 

      2.  Meditative Prayer.  Weôll gather in silence and practice various kinds of contemplative prayer for about 20 

          minutes.  When the prayer time is over, we will take some time for reflection and journaling. 

                   3.  Group Spiritual Direction.  How is God moving in our lives?  How is God leading us, drawing us, calling us 

                       and reassuring us?  What is God up to in this world that we love?  These are the kinds of questions explored 

         during Spiritual Direction.  During the second hour of each Wednesday, participants will take turns sharing 

         something about their life of faith (one person per week) while others in the group serve as ñdirectorsò  

                       through deep, prayerful listening and responding with thoughtful questions, affirmations, and reflection.  

         Group spiritual direction is not about fixing anyoneôs problems, but about really hearing someone and allow-

          ing God to use each of us to help each other down the road a little bit on our spiritual journeys. 

              It will be important for participants to be able to commit to attending the gathering each week (or with minimal 

              absences), have some ability and willingness to speak and share in the small group, and be committed to holding 

              confidentiality as a pillar of our time together.  Cost for the seven weeks will be $30 (scholarships available) to  

              cover fellowship treats and a small stipend for DanaLeeôs time and gas.  Please contact DanaLee to express your 

              interest.  She can be reached by e-mail at d_lo777@hotmail.com or by phone/text ï 262/705-5811.  She will be 

              happy to answer any questions you might have or give you more information to help you decide whether or not to 

              pursue this opportunity.       



 

                               Senior Luncheon  
 

Mark your calendar for Wednesday, Dec. 14, 12:00 noon, to celebrate a  

Swedish Christmas at Sr. Luncheon.   

Weõll have a visit from St. Lucia during the brunch, learn about Swedish holiday traditions and then  

do a white elephant gift exchange.   

Menu:  Santa Lucia Buns 

 Individual Quiches & Ham  

    Fruit Salad  

    Swedish Rice Pudding & cookies 
Please bring a Christmas-wrapped gift for the exchange, something you find around your house or spend no more than $5 to 

purchase.   

Cost for this event is only $5!  Remember to sign up on the board in the Narthex.  If you have questions, call Nona Vernon, 

PH: 208-724-0144 

Christmas Tea Party  

 The women of OSLC are invited to a Christmas Tea Party at 10:00 am  on  
Saturday, December 3 at Sharon Parksõ home, 7748 S. Pando Way, West  

Jordan, 84084,  801 -792-6381. We will be revealing our Secret Prayer Partners and 
new ones will be drawn for 2017. Bring a brunch item and a gift for your partner 
from  2015.  If youõve not participated before, just bring a brunch dish. 

 St. Olaf College in Northfield, MN is 

one of our fine ELCA liberal arts colleg-

es.  Marti Weber, Melissa Beebe, and 

Lauren Babcock from our congregation 

are graduates.  The St. Olaf Christmas 

Festival is one of the oldest musical cel-

ebrations of Christmas in the United 

States, featuring more than 500 student 

musicians who are members of five 

choirs and the St. Olaf Orchestra. It is broadcast nation-

wide each year and is often featured in national media.Ο 
St. Olaf College has received a special donation to offer 

the live video stream of their concert for FREE to all 

ELCA congregations on Dec. 4 at 2 p.m. MST. This 

generous gift has been given to the ELCA in an effort to 

share the joy of the Christmas season together. 

We will broadcast this outstanding concert in the sanctu-

ary for anyone in the church and community who would 

like to attend.  Spread the word! 

Wesley Bell Ringers Concert  
at  

Our Saviourôs!   
 

  On Friday, December 16th, the Youth Bell 

Choir from Christ United Methodist 

Church will share their Christmas concert 

with us at 7:30PM.  Marko McDowell from 

our congregation is a member of the group, 

and Austin McDowell is an alum!  If 

youôve never heard this choir, youôll cer-

tainly want to attend.  If you have, youôll 

want to hear them again!  A free-will offer-

ing will be received to support the choir!  

All are welcome! 
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Social Ministry And Missions    
Helping those in need within our community and the worldé  

OSLC continues to support several charities. Please consider donating this month to: 
 
 

 
 
 

Family Promise  
Crossroads Urban Center  

Project Linus  

Royal Family Kids  
Heifer International  

Rivers of Mercy Orphanage  

ELCA World Hunger  
Lutheran World Relief  

 

 

 

 

Needed in December  

  Food Pantry:   boxed meals & canned  

       pasta 

  Thrift store:   warm blankets  

                                       

              
  

             Be part of the òPromiseó  
 

FAMILY PROMISE CHRISTMAS GIFT-GIVING PROGRAM 
òGift of the Magió is a holiday gift assistance program for current and former guests of Family Promise 

shelter program.  The goal is to help supplement family budgets and provide a happy Christmas 

morning for the children.  Donors can make general gift card contributions, or may choose to adopt 

one or more children or families.  Specific òwish listó items and needs will be supplied for children up to 

14 years old.  Gift cards will be given to teenagers for movies, book stores, etc. and parents will be 

given gift cards for fuel and groceries.  Total purchases should be $50 or less.  A flyer with more details 

is in the Round Room.   

To sign up, contact McKinley Goreham, Family Promise Case Manager at 801 -961-8622 or mckin-

ley@fpsl.org.  The deadline for adopting children or families is December 5.  Wrapped & labeled gifts 

can be dropped off at the Family Promise Day Center, 814 West 800 South no later than Dec. 16.  

*Note* - All gifts will be anonymous and donors will not personally meet the children and families re-

ceiving the gifts.  

 

Next Family Promise Hosting week at OSLC:  January 1 - 8 

            Advent Giving Tree  
 
 

The Advent tree in the Round Room is decorated with ELCA Good Gifts �³
chicks, pigs, & goats, for example.  Your monetary gift will purchase or help 

purchase the animal(s) pictured on the ornament. Select an ornament representing the 

gifts you would like to give.  Choose the gifts  that mean the most to you, or choose gifts 

to give in honor of friends and family .   �<�R�X�U���J�L�I�W���U�H�I�O�H�F�W�V���*�R�G�·�V���O�R�Y�H�����P�D�N�L�Q�J���D���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H��
�L�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H�·�V���O�L�Y�H�V���D�Q�G���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�����<�R�X�U���G�R�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���O�R�Q�J- term, sustainable solu-

tions that ensure that these good gifts last for more than a couple days or weeks. They 

keep on giving for years to come. Please make your check to OSLC for the amount de-

sired and put ELCA Good Gifts on the memo line.  We will collect gifts until Christmas.  

���������%�H�F�‹�X�?�O���7���\�•�d 
 

     We collected: 
 

$480 for Harmonôs Give a Gobble turkeys. 

38 Shoe Boxes for Operation Christmas Child 

$670 for Military Bible Sticks 

8 bags of coats for Westminster Roots & Shoots Coat 

Drive 

�7�K�‹�{�V���\�•�d�� 
�<�•�¦�`���‹�>�O���‹�D�H�V�•�7�O�� 


